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We Make Room 

The World News recently ran a story of two twelve year old boys living 
worlds apart.  One came from California.  The other from Israel.  The Israeli boy 
had been a victim of the Hamas terrorist attack on October 7, when his father and 
uncle were brutally murdered.   

Meanwhile, another twelve year old boy in California heard his story and 
wanted to help.  So he raised money and sent it to Israel, so that this Israeli boy 
who he didn’t even know could celebrate his Bar Mitzvah.  The video captured the 
footage of their celebration.  They danced.  They sung.  They feasted.   

How is that even possible?  How can people rejoice when there is so much 
weariness?   

The answer my friends is found in the reason we have all gathered here today 
(tonight).  In God’s mysterious way, through the birth of a child, God breaks into 
the weariness of our lives and creates space for us to rejoice.   

On the night that Jesus was born, Israel was weary.  Occupied by yet another 
foreign enemy.  Unable to experience the fullness of life that God promised.  And it 
was in this setting that God pierced the weariness of the world and brought us all 
reason to rejoice.   

Hear now this Good News from the Gospel of Luke 2:1-20.   

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
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Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 
told. 

Let us pray.  Prayer of Illumination. 

These past four weeks leading up to Christmas, which we call Advent, we’ve 
been talking about how our world is weary.  Daily, we hear nothing but bad news.  
Death, violence, hatred, and wa.  We are tired of it. We are worn out.  We are 
weary.  But even so, we have also been talking about how we can rejoice despite 
our weariness.   

Tonight I want to look at this story of Jesus’ birth and consider the weariness 
of those within it.  We will look at how God breaks through the weariness and 
leads people to rejoice.  And finally we will ask ourselves, how might God break 
through our weariness today (tonight) so that we can rejoice as well.   

During its long history, Jerusalem has been attacked 52 times, captured and 
recaptured 44 times, besieged 23 times, and destroyed twice.  The Jews were 
conquered by the Canaanites in 1200 BCE.  The Persians in 539 BCE.  The Greeks 
in 332 BCE.  And the Romans in 63 BCE.   

By the time of Jesus’ birth, the Jewish people were weary of not being able to 
live freely as God’s people in a land they believed God had promised long ago.  
Even in this story, we see how people lived under the thumb of foreign occupiers 
who required that everyone return to their hometown to be counted for a census.  A 
census that would determine how much of your hard earned wages you would need 
to pay the Roman Government.   

Joseph of Nazareth was one of those caught up in the census.  He had no 
option but to return to his ancestral hometown of Bethlehem in order to be 
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included in the count. Bethlehem was a very small town of only a thousand people, 
some five miles on the outskirts of Jerusalem.  And Nazareth where he was from 
was yet another ninety miles to the north.  It was a treacherous long journey by 
foot over rugged terrain, laden with highway robbers and thieves.   

So as we could imagine, it was hardly convenient.  And on top of that Mary, 
his espoused wife, was nine months pregnant, expecting her first child.  Talk about 
one being weary from a journey.    

They also weren’t the only ones in town to be counted.  Many other people 
had come from all over since they too had ancestral roots in Bethlehem.  The town 
was probably overrun and weary by so many out of town travelers.  By the time 
Joseph and Mary arrived there was no room for them in their relatives’ home.  Our 
romantic notions of the quiet Little Town of Bethlehem was more likely a Little 
Town of Mahem and Chaos.   

Some translations say that there was no room for Joseph and Mary at the inn.  
But the Greek word used here is kataluma or guest room, not inn.  It is the same 
word that Luke uses later on in his Gospel when Jesus directed his followers to go 
ahead of them in order to prepare a guest room where they could celebrate 
Passover together.   

Here is a drawing of a typical Palestinian home in those days.  As you can see, 
they were quite simple.  On the bottom level was a court yard and stable where the 
animals were kept and where the family prepared their meals.  The second level 
would be where the family ate, slept and shared common life together.  Some 
homes had yet another guest room on the roof top where travelers could stay or 
kataluma.  So when we are told that there were no katalumas available in 
Bethlehem, it is referring to these separate living quarters.   

Have you ever been traveling on the road and struggled to find a hotel room?  
That makes you weary when you are tired and want to rest.  Imagine being nine 
months pregnant,  your water breaks, and you are still searching for a safe place to 
stay.  Mary was weary.   

And then we come to the shepherds, who were living out in the fields and 
watching their flocks by night.  One commentator suggested that this detail 
indicated that it must have been during lambing season when then ewes went off to 
birth their lambs.  This would have required the shepherds being out in the fields 
24/7 so that they could assist the ewes with difficult deliveries.  I must confess that 
I never before thought of the shepherds as possible midwives for Mary.  But they 
would have understood birth.    

Regardless, shepherds were third class citizens.  Despised by most.  
Constantly looked down upon and excluded from the temple because of the 
unclean conditions in which they often worked.  Shepherds were weary.  Have you 
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ever felt the oppression of prejudice before?  Then you understand how weary the 
shepherds felt.   

This is precisely the weary world into which Jesus was born.   
And yet we can only imagine how Joseph and Mary rejoiced when someone 

finally showed them kindness and gave them not their kataluma but the lower level 
of their home where the animals were kept.   

They rejoiced when Mary safely delivered her baby, wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and placed him in a manger or feed trough.   

And they both rejoiced at what the angel Gabriel had told each of them had 
come true.   

 We can also imagine how the shepherds rejoiced being the first to receive the 
the Good News of Jesus’ birth.  Imagine that.  The first shall be last and the last 
shall be first.   

Yes, they were weary.  But they also could rejoice.  
But how?    
God made room for Joseph and Mary by leading them to Bethlehem so that 

Micah’s prophecy of the Messiah’s birth would come true.  “But you, Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come 
for me one who will be ruler over Israel, who’s origins are from of old, from 
ancient times.”  1

God made room for Jesus by creating space in someone’s home for him to be 
born, even though it would be among the animals.   

God made room for the shepherds by including them in Jesus’ story of 
salvation even though they typically would have been left out of the picture.   

God even made room for the angels by clearing the heavens and filling it with 
the heavenly hosts who sang, “Glory to God in the highest and peace to all with 
whom God delights.”   

And so tonight we too make room for God, by intentionally leaving behind the 
busyness of our celebrations, gathering together to receive God’s Good News and 
by believing that God will do what God said he would do. 

We make room by surrounding ourselves by others who can sing God’s praise 
when all we can do is cry.   

We make room by receiving the outcast into our lives and telling them the 
Good News that God delights in them.   

We make room by clearing out the sinful debris of our hearts and making 
space for Jesus to be born in us again.   

We make room when we create space for people to celebrate when they are 
surrounded by mourning.   

 Micah 5:21
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We make room as we lift up our voices and worship with all our might for 
God inhabits the praises of his Children.   

So today (tonight), if we are feeling particularly weary, then know that we are 
in just the right place for God to meet us here.  Jesus born this happy night is our 
Immanuel.  God with us.   If God can create space to rejoice for a little Israeli boy 
who’s life has been utterly upended by the war, then God can do it for us too. God 
has done it for us!  So let us open our hearts, receive Jesus in, and rejoice once 
again.   Amen!  
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