
 

SOLVE THE RIDDLES  
 

What lives in winter, 
Dies in summer, 

And grows with its 
Roots upward? 

 
 

Stumped? 
See page 5 for the 

answer. 

January 2023 

Published Monthly              

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”  Proverbs 29:18 
“A person may plan their course, but the Lord determines their steps.” Proverbs 16:9 
 
In the days of King Solomon, God’s people relied on visionaries called oracles in order 
to see into the future. Today, we believe that God gives vision and dreams to ordinary 
men and women like me and you.  Our job as followers of Jesus is to be attentive 
enough to the Spirit of God and to receive those visions amidst all the noise of our 
modern day lives.   
 
The New Year is a great time to recast vision. We reflect upon the past, give thanks for 
the present, and look forward to the future.  The scripture above tells us that vision for 
any individual or organization is absolutely crucial for its survival.   
 
That is why this month, on Saturday January 21st, session is inviting everyone to  
participate in a revisioning of Cascades’ future.  We are excited to hear what God is 
putting on each of our hearts and how that input might shape what God has in store for 
us as a church family.  During this time, we will revisit the strategic plan established 
back in 2016.  We will celebrate what we have accomplished.  We will reconsider what 
we did not.  And we’ll recommit ourselves to our shared mission, vision, and core  
values. I think we will be amazed at all that the Lord has done despite our two year 
COVID interlude.  You might think, “Well I don’t have much to contribute to such an 
event.”  I would challenge you to think otherwise.  When God’s people get together, 
there is synergy, excitement, creativity, and the Spirit of Jesus.  With all of that  
present  in one room, we can move mountains!  
 
During Advent, we talked a lot about the Christmas stories and the importance of  
passing these sacred stories of our faith down from generation to generation.  Unless 
we give them away to younger generations, they will perish.  The same, my friends, is 
true with the Church.  It has been said that the Church is always just one generation 
away from extinction and unless we intentionally give it away to younger people, it too 
will perish.   
 
My hope and prayer over the course of the next several years is that we will think and 
pray hard about truly giving ourselves away to younger generations who will pick up 
the mantel of faith and carry it forward long after we are each gone.  What that looks 
like is vision.  How we will achieve that is mission.  
 
Of course we must remember that any long range plan that we set needs to be held 
onto loosely.  (COVID certainly reinforced that!)  Because Proverbs 16:9 reminds us 
that ultimately the Lord will set our course straight, one step at a time.   
 
In Christ, 
 
Rev. Dr. Chris Montovino, Pastor    

As you enjoy reading this  
month’s Bell, try to  
find the hidden cross. 

JANUARY 
 

DEACON OF THE 
MONTH 

Linda Beck 
 

FISH FOOD 
Peanut Butter, 
Jams, Jellies 
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Beginning Again 
 
Jan 1 Psalm 8 
Jan 2 Matthew 2:1-12 
Jan 3 Matthew 2:1-12 
Jan 4 Matthew 2:1-12 
Jan 5 Matthew 2:1-12 
Jan 6 Matthew 2:1-12 
Jan 7 Isaiah 42:1-9 
Jan 8 Matthew 3:13-17 
Jan 9 Psalm 40:1-11 
Jan 10 Psalm 40:1-11 
Jan 11 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
Jan 12 1 Corinthians 1:1-11 
Jan 13 1 Corinthians 1:1-11 
Jan 14  John 1:29-42 
 
Light For Difficult Circumstances 

 
Jan 15 Isaiah 9:1-4 
Jan 16 Isaiah 9:1-4 
Jan 17 Psalm 27:1 
Jan 18 Psalm 27:6-9 
Jan 19 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Jan 20 Matthew 4:12-17 
Jan 21 Matthew 4:18-23 
 

A Closer Walk, Rays of Hope 
 

Jan 22 Micah 6:1-8 
Jan 23 Micah 6:1-8 
Jan 24 Micah 6:4-8 
Jan 25 Matthew 5:1-12 
Jan 26 Matthew 5:1-12 
Jan 27 Matthew 5:1-12 
Jan 28 Matthew 5:1-12 
 
What We See, How We Respond 

 
Jan 29 Psalm 84 
Jan 30 Luke 2:22-40 
Jan 31 Psalm 24:7-10 
 
 
 
 

Everyone is invited on Saturday January 21, 2023 from 9am to 2pm to 
join us for an All Church Strategic Planning Session.  The last time we 
gathered for such an event was in 2016.  Much has happened and 
changed since then and it’s time to refresh our vision for the future. 
Pastor Chris will lead us through a creative shared visioning process 
that will serve as a springboard for how God plans to use us to further 
his kingdom in Clark County.   Lunch provided by the deacons. Please 
RSVP on the bulletin board in the Narthex.   

TOP OF THE HILL POTLUCK RESUMES 

Every third Sunday following worship service beginning January 15th 
running through May. Everyone 50 and older are welcome to join in 
the fun. Bring a dish to share and enjoy a meal together in fellowship. 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Sunday January 29, 2023 following worship to receive the 2022  
Annual Report and set pastoral terms of call. 

ALL CHURCH STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION 

CASCADES VISION, MISSION, & CORE VALUES 

Our Vision 
Through worship, Christian education and prayer, we prepare and then 
witness to Jerusalem (our own people), Judea (our neighborhood),  
Samaria (the marginalized) and the ends of the earth (the poorest of 
the world's poor). 
 
Our Mission 
Acts 1:8 calls us to be Jesus' faithful witnesses to Jerusalem (our  
people), Judea (our neighborhood), Samaria (the marginalized), and  
o the ends of the earth (the poorest of the world's poor). This well  
describes CPC as we join the Spirit of God in each of those spheres. 
While our members serve in many areas individually, CPC corporately 
feels called to local, national, and international ministries along with 
supporting the special annual offerings of the PC (USA). 
 
Our Core Values 
• We share God’s love, acting one in mission, within and beyond the 

church. 
• We worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in spirit and 

truth. 
• We know, appreciate, and love one another, sharing lives of faith. 
• We strive for spiritual growth as Jesus’ disciples. 
• We minister to the whole person: body, mind, and soul. 
• We ask for God’s guidance through prayer - and then act on it. 
• We welcome, care for, and build friendships with all people. 
• We reflect our Christian mission through stewardship of resources 

and time. 
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DECEMBER SESSION NOTES 

Devotions began with quiet reflection and music in the sanctuary.  We reflected on the word wonder and what 
circumstances in our lives where we wondered where God was at work.  Discussed Pastor Chris’ outreach  
with inactive members as we clean up church rolls. These have been important pastoral care opportunities.   
Received approval from Presbytery Board of Trustees for lease agreement with the Church of Christians of  
the 7th Day.  Treasurer Jim Scovil reported on finances and noted a projected balanced budget for 2023.   
Discussed plans to involve members in the new piano repair project.  Approved $41,800 in Benevolence  
Board grants to the community.  Provided update on the Slavic Christian School delay with regards to Clark 
County Permitting Office.  Josh Krane to announce Christmas Eve and Christmas Morning Services Invitation 
Challenge.  Dates for All Church Strategic Planning Workshop and Annual Congregational Meeting were set. 
Seedlings Poetry Workshop dates also set for the spring of 2023.  Overall we felt joy and gratitude for the gift  
of our church family.  We enjoyed the opportunity to pause and reflect before diving into our work tonight.   
And we wondered what new calls and opportunities God will bring our way in the New Year.   

Since 2017, Cascades has been blessed to be stewards of resources provided by a very generous benefactor 
in our community.  To date our Benevolence Board has granted over $534,852 to under-resourced families  
and partner agencies who work with housing and food insecure individuals. Once again in 2022, we were 
pleased to provide year end grants to the following organizations:  Evergreen Habitat for Humanity as they 
begin a new Faith Build Project ($5,000), Evergreen Schools Foundation to support Family Community  
Resource Coordinators FCRCs ($5,000), Foundation for Vancouver Public Schools FCRCs ($5,000), Battle 
Ground Schools Foundation FCRCs ($2,500), The Friends of the Carpenter ($5,000), Open House Ministries 
Shelter for housing insecure families ($5,000), Family Promise of Clark County for housing insecure families 
($2,000), The Giving Closet ($2,500), Assistance League of SW Washington for their Assault Survivor Kits in 
memory of Carolynn Zenk ($3,000), YWCA Clark County Emergency Safe Choice Housing Project ($2,500), 
Junior Symphony of Vancouver Scholarship Fund ($2,500), and East Clark County Young Life program  
expenses for Heritage High School and Covington Middle School Young Life Clubs ($1,800). Thank you to  
Janet VanFleet, Christie Mistrot, Phil Hickok, Emily Wagner-Davis, Catherine Hartrim-Lowe, Betty Scott, and 
Pastor Chris Montovino for attending to the needs of our community.   

YEAR END BENEVOLENCE BOARD GRANTS 

Recently, Cascades was gifted a beautiful 1926 Vose & Sons grand piano by Marilyn and Jim Groover.  For 
many years, it was used by Marilyn and her mother for piano instruction.  The Groovers are in the process of 
moving to Texas and knew that their piano needed a new home.  Being that our previous piano required 
some costly repairs, Marilyn reached out to Worship Arts Elder, Christie Mistrot, to see if we could use it.   
After pianist Sarah Shewbert gave it two thumbs up and a piano expert checked it out, plans were made to 
transport it to our sanctuary.  According to Sarah, it has a much cleaner sound and is much more enjoyable 
to play.   
 
We knew that the hammers of the Groover’s piano were older and in need of replacement to the “tune” of 
$3,500.  This of course was an unbudgeted item for 2022.  Because of that we asking members of the  
congregation to prayerfully consider a year end gift to help with those costs.  Checks can be added to the  
offering marked “Piano.”  This will ensure that we have quality worship music for many years to come.  Thank 
you to the Groovers for their kind gift.  Since we were so blessed with this gift, we were pleased to gift our old 
grand piano to our friends at the Love of God Church who were more than delighted to use it in their new 
sanctuary.   

NEW PIANO REPAIR PROJECT 
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You may know her as the lady who registers all the kids at Vacation Bible School each  
summer.  But did you know that since 1989 she has served Cascades at times as  
elder, deacon, church secretary, treasurer, board member and president of Cascades 
Presbyterian Women, board member and assistant director of the Logos intergenerational 
program, Sunday School teacher, and currently a member of the Benevolence Board?   
A fourth generation Presbyterian, raised in a 3,000-member church, she was born in 
Saginaw, MI, moved to the suburbs of Chicago at age 15, graduated from high school 
there, then attended Northern Illinois University.   
 
Two years later Betty Scott left college "to try out her journalistic and photographic skills." 
First as writer for a small newspaper, later as editor for another, and feature writer for 11 twice-weekly  
suburban papers in Cook and DuPage Counties, she won over a dozen awards for her work from county and 
state press associations.  At that point she decided to change jobs, accepting her "most important, rewarding, 
and challenging" job ever:  mother to her brand-new son.  Working from home, she then freelanced and set 
up her own public relations business and thus learned "how to hold a baby and type at the same time!" 
 
Betty and family then moved to central Illinois, working part-time for a small local paper, then on to Ohio  
after the birth of her daughter.  There, as a PR consultant, she became the first Director of the Chamber  
of Commerce in Stow, OH.  In 1988 she moved to Vancouver, WA, earning her AA degree at Clark College 
and worked as a bookkeeper and office manager for several companies including T Square Remodeling,  
employed by the Holcombs.  Next was the Vancouver Business Journal in advertising sales.  After 9/11,  
for the next 19 years she was a level 1 case manager for Columbia River Mental Health Services, helping 
youths and adults as an Employment & Benefits Specialist until her retirement last year.   Betty finds  
satisfaction helping people, as a journalist helping her readers understand school budgets or doing four-part 
series on teen drug abuse, to her PR work helping schools, parks departments and small businesses, her 
later help to youths and adults, and definitely now here at church. 
 
A Presbyterian Women's Thanksgiving craft show helped bring Betty to Cascades, where she likes being  
part of a friendly smaller church family, feeling welcomed and helped through various traumas during her  
33 years here.  She is grateful to have granddaughter Olivia in her life along with her other granddaughter.   
In retirement, she enjoys volunteer work, reading, gardening in her patio pots, watching old TV shows,  
advancing from microwaving to cooking, playing Wordle and Sudoku.  Betty Scott is our go-to woman, and 
we recognize her example of service to all of us.  
 
Written by Bill Honey, Elder 

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR MEMBERS 

WELCOME CHURCH OF CHRISTIANS OF THE 7TH DAY 

As of January 1, Cascades will welcome the Church of Christians of the 7th Day as new worship partners. 
These Russian speaking brothers and sisters in Christ worship on Saturday, their observed Sabbath day.   
They follow more strict guidelines with regards to what they can and cannot do from sundown on Friday  
to sundown on Saturday.  One thing in particular is that they do not drive on the Sabbath.  This means that 
many of their members have either moved to the neighborhoods around Cascades or are planning to move  
so that they can walk to church on the Sabbath.  To start, they will be meeting for worship on two Saturday’s  
per month from 10am to 2pm.  Of course with any partnership agreement, it takes time to settle into new  
routines.  Cascades has always shared our spaces as part of our missional imprint upon the community.   
Note that Cascades will still have use of the facilities two Saturday’s per month and after 2pm on the dates  
they are here.  Thank you for your consideration and warm welcome! 
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Answer: An Icicle 

Jan 1   10:15am Worship Service  
Jan 2  Office Closed in Observance of New Year’s Day 
Jan 3  12:30pm Bowling Fellowship 
Jan 4     6:30pm Youth Group 
Jan 5  12:30pm Bowling Fellowship 
    1:00pm Giving Hands Ministry  
    7:00pm Choir Practice 
Jan 8      9:00am Pancake Breakfast   
  10:15am Worship Service  
Jan 10  12:30pm Bowling Fellowship 
Jan 11    6:30pm Youth Group 
Jan 12  12:30pm Bowling Fellowship 
    1:00pm Giving Hands Ministry  
    7:00pm Choir Practice 
Jan 15    9:00am Sunday School All Ages 
  10:15am Worship Service  
Jan 17  12:30pm Bowling Fellowship 
Jan 18    6:30pm Youth Group 
Jan 19  12:30pm Bowling Fellowship 
    1:00pm Giving Hands Ministry  
    7:00pm Choir Practice 
Jan 21    9:00am Strategic Planning Meeting 
  10:00am Seedlings Poetry Workshop 
    5:30pm Family Game Night 
Jan 22    9:00am Sunday School All Ages 
  10:15am Worship Service  
Jan 24  12:30pm Bowling Fellowship 
Jan 25    6:30pm Youth Group 
Jan 26  12:30pm Bowling Fellowship 
    1:00pm Giving Hands Ministry  
    7:00pm Choir Practice 
Jan 29    9:00am Sunday School All Ages 
  10:15am Worship Service  
  11:30am Congregational Meeting 
Jan 31  12:30pm Bowling Fellowship 

 
JoAnn Blinsman 
Rod Swanson 

Ralph Hudelson 
Jim Groover 
Steve Lind 

Marcella Chandler 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

DECEMBER CALENDAR BIRTHDAYS 

 Year to Date  2022 
  ($7,529.24) 

         Income      $21,359.78 
         Expenses  $24,325.81 
              ($  2,965.03) 

NOVEMBER FINANCES 

T he meaning of the 

 
 
 
Every new snowflake comes to the earth 
As a picture of our Saviour’s birth, 
Because they are sent from up above 
And remind us of God’s care and love. 
 
Each one is so intricate and small 
Because Christ sees the detail of us all, 
And just as two are never the same, 
The Lord knows and calls us each by name. 
 
Snowflakes gently cover the world in white 
And hide what’s unlovely from our sight, 
Showing us how He covers our sin 
And gives us His grace when we come to Him. 
 
So may every snowflake bring Christ to mind 
And in every bit of white may you find 
A reason to celebrate anew 
And a reminder of His love for you. 
 
~Holly Gerth~ 

Snowflake 



9503 NE 86th St 

Vancouver, WA  98662 

(360) 892-6613 

office@caspres.org 

www.caspres.org 

R ETUR N  S ER VICE  
R EQU ESTED  

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

SUNDAY WORSHIP  
9:00am Sunday School 

10:00am Fellowship 
10:15am Worship Service 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Jan 8 @ 9:00am 

TOP OF THE HILL POTLUCK  
Jan 15 following worship 

(for age 50 and over) 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays  

Jan 2-Jan 30  6:00-8:00pm 

STRATEGIC PLANNING MEETING 
Jan 21 9:00am 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Jan 29 following worship 


