
 

Through worship, Christian education, and prayer,  
we prepare and then witness to Jerusalem (our own people), 
Judea (our neighborhood), Samaria (the marginalized), and to 

the ends of the earth  (the poorest of the world’s poor).     
           Acts 1:8 
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OUR CORE VALUES 
 

• We share God’s love, acting as one in mission, within and beyond the 
church. 

 

• We worship God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in spirit and truth. 
 

• We know, appreciate, and love one another, sharing lives of faith. 
 

• We strive for spiritual growth as Jesus’ disciples. 
 

• We minister to the whole person:  body, mind, and soul. 
 

• We ask for God’s guidance through prayer – and then act on it. 
 

• We welcome, care for, and build friendships with all people. 
 

• We reflect our Christian mission through stewardship of resources and time. 
 

• We seek to follow God’s Word in our own words and deeds and to sing a 
new song to God’s glory. 

 

• We answer God’s call to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly  
       (Micah 6:8). 

“but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; 

they shall walk and not faint.”  Isaiah 40:31 
 
 
 
Cascades Saints, 
 
2022 started off to be a very promising year with the hope of returning to our 
normal rhythms of doing church.  We were quickly reminded, however, that 
COVID was not done with us as we faced yet another wave of virus variants.  As 
that was passing through, we watched the 2022 Winter Olympics with the hope 
for peace among the nations.  But then Russian President Vladimir Putin quickly 
popped that pipe dream as he staged troops for an attack on Russia’s 
neighboring Ukraine.  His humanitarian and political nightmare plunged world 
markets intro even more chaos and uncertainty than ever before.  Inflation hit 
double digits. Supply chains were seized.  Labor was short.  The cost of 
everything skyrocketed including fuel, groceries, housing, utilities, etc. 
 
Apparently the world’s getting back to normal was not going to be so normal 
after all.   
 
And yet despite all of this gloom, Cascades has faithfully continued our calling to 
be a sanctuary of Jesus’ light, hope, and love.  In fact, I would say that  Jesus’ 
message is more important for our world to hear than ever…that out of death, 
destruction, and despair, God brings new life.  That is Good News! 
 
Eventually, we were able to resume normal programming which also meant 
having more normal expenditures for Worship Arts, Christian Education, 
Community Life, and Mission and Peace.  We tapped into Building Maintenance 
Funds to complete necessary roof repairs, Sunday school classroom remodels, 
and parking lot resurfacing.  As expected and due to the loss of income from the 
Love of God Church, we also tapped into a few reserves to cover some 
operational costs.   
 
But thanks be to God, your faithful giving and session’s resourcefulness, we are 
still ending the 2022 budget year in very good financial standing! We also look 
forward to more than replacing the lost income from the Love of God Church by 
leasing space throughout the weekdays to the Slavic Christian School 
Kindergarten Program and The Christian Church of the Seventh Day two 
Saturday afternoons per month.  While we had hoped to start the school as of 
September 1, 2022, we have been delayed on account of Clark County working 
to rezone our facility for daily school use.   
 
 

      

Come, Be Fed, Be Sent 
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You will note that session’s proposed budget for 2023 reflects several 
significant changes.  Not only do we anticipate greater income, but we also 
expect some higher expenditures.  The Buildings and Grounds Budget, for 
example, reflects a 10% increase in most areas due to a rise in utility rates and 
a 40% increase in janitorial services costs.  Likewise, the Personnel Budget 
reflects a Presbytery suggested minimum staff increase of 8.3% due to higher 
than normal inflationary costs.   Most other areas, however, are expected to 
remain within normal ranges.       
 
So please take some time to look through this Narrative Budget Brochure.  Ask 
questions of your elders.  And then prayerfully consider how God might be 
calling you to financially plan to be part of what God is doing among us. 
 
Come, Be Fed, Be Sent. Who are you inviting to join us on our journey?     
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Rev. Dr. Chris Montovino, Pastor 



 

BEYOND THE BUDGET Did you know that this year alone… 

 
There are approximately 160 people who call CPC home as active members, 
other participants, and baptized members.  Our oldest member is ninety seven 
years old while our youngest is about one year old.      
 
Our weekly worship presence includes Sunday morning in person (60 average 
weekly attendance) and live stream worship services (40 average weekly 
attendance), Instagram, Facebook, text messaging, and Cascades Website 
communities.  Because of these virtual platforms, we truly cannot measure the 
reach of our ministry today.   
 
We are glad to share our facilities once again with The Junior Symphony of 
Vancouver and Alcoholics Anonymous during various nights of the week.  We 
also look forward to sharing facilities with The Slavic Christian School 
Kindergarten Program Monday through Thursday 8am to 3pm and The Church 
of Christians of 7th Day for three hours, two Saturday afternoons per month.   
 
Our Australian Outback Vacation Bible School involved 20 volunteers and 
reached 35 children, many of whom came from the surrounding 
neighborhood.  This year’s VBS mission raised $365 for the Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation to provide books to illiterate communities throughout 
Australia.     
 
Our Deacons Ministry has sent over 126 prayer requests this year and provided 
16 meals to people.  Our deacons check in with their flocks regularly.  
 
In 2022 alone, our Benevolence Board administered over $52,403 in grants and 
gifts to non profits and under-served/under-resourced families in Clark 
County.  Please note that none of these funds are part of our annual operating 
budget as they must be used to solely benefit families, individuals, or local  
non-profits who serve the housing insecure, food insecure, or under-resourced 
folks in Clark County.    
 
As of October 2022, our reserves have decreased to $61,622.  We also have 
an additional $25,061 reserved for future construction/repair projects 
 
Our members support a variety of ministries including Friends of the Carpenter, 
Young Life and Young Lives Teen Mothers, Clark County Food Bank, 
Presbyterian Churches in Partnership Heritage Farming Project, New Hope 
Opportunities, Family Promise of Clark County, Open House Ministries, Winter 
Housing Overflow, Heifer International, Compassion International, World Vision, 
Evergreen Habitat for Humanity, Lutheran Community Services NW, The 
Giving Closet, and so much more.   
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OUR STORY 
 

 

 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Both of our families set wonderful examples of their 
generosity to others, be it financially and/or just  
giving of themselves.  There were times when  
financially we struggled, but still gave to Cascades 
just like our parents and grandparents did.  God 
showed us during those times, that it wasn’t about 
whether we could afford to give.  It was about  
trusting Jesus that money is just a tool and that he 
holds the tool box.  His tool box is full of miracles 
and blessings waiting for all of us.  So we continue 
to fill the tool box with tools so we can all be 
blessed by Jesus and his miracles that happen 
through Cascades.  

The definition of "stewardship": The job of  
supervising or taking care of something, such as  
an organization or property".  To us, stewardship at 
Cascades Presbyterian, through the giving of our 
tithes and offerings, does indeed mean that we  
are happy to have a small part in "taking care of" 
Cascades Presbyterian.  But it also means, to us, 
that we are truly helping our church family to be the 
"feet and hands" of Jesus in the community around 
us.  

We believe that God meets us where we are in our 
spiritual journey and then helps us grow. That has 
certainly been our experience at Cascades over 
the past 18 years in the area of stewardship.  For 
many “reasons” giving has been a harder area for 
us to honor God’s prompting.  But as we have 
committed to listening and following and stretching, 
we have  learned.  We have learned that our giving 
says thank you to God.  We have learned that we 
can trust Him for the future ahead.  And we have 
learned that our giving is an important way to  
support the programs, staff, and building that we 
care about.  Each step in our giving journey has 
been a helpful key to deepening our faith and we 
are grateful for His faithfulness.    

FRED & DIAN POUJADE 

BRIAN & CHRISTIE MISTROT 

JANET VANFLEET 



 

Christian Stewardship 

Stewardship - $78,905 ( 27.6% of our budget) 
 
Stewardship is simply our faithful response to God who has blessed us with all 
things.  We are compelled to give not just a portion of our finances, but our very 
lives.  We are also called to give cheerfully and generously.  When we give to 
CPC, we have ownership and joy of being part of God’s redeeming work in our 
church, the community and throughout the world.  Not only are we called to be 
good stewards of our finances, but also of our facilities and talented staff.  Each 
are tremendous gifts that must be cared for.  Major changes to the budget for 
2023 include Presbytery’s suggested minimum staff increase of 8.3% due to 
double digit inflation, a 40% cost increase for our custodial services, and a 10% 
increase in utility costs across the board.  What we don’t know exactly is the 
impact of adding the Slavic Christian School and The Church of Christians of 
the 7th Day to our operational costs.  However, we do anticipate that rents 
collected will more than offset any additional utility costs.  In 2022, we made 
improvements to the roof, the grounds, and the parking lot.  In 2023, we 
anticipate having to repaint the church exterior to the tune of $15-$20,000 
which is NOT included in the budget figures.   
*Includes:  Staffing, program costs, building & grounds, finance & stewardship.  
 
Specific costs for Ministry Sub Categories are noted in the table listed as 
Annual Budget Broken down by Ministry Area.   
  

Christian Connections 
Connection - $50,925 (17.8% of our budget) 
 
Our motto is Come, Be Fed, Be Sent and Cascades takes the Be Fed part very 
seriously.  We cherish any opportunity to break bread together in our homes, 
church, and community.  2023 should be a season of getting even more “back to 
normal” than before COVID.  There have been after church fellowships, potluck 
dinners, pancake Sundays, bible studies, Sunday school, quilting, youth group, 
lock-ins, Texas Hold’em Men’s Poker and Steak BBQ, Harvest Party, Women’s 
Tea, and the All church summer Pool Party/BBQ at the Hartrim-Lowe farm.  We 
also look forward to starting up our Dinners for 8 Groups in 2023.  We truly live 
into our core value of knowing, appreciating, loving one another, and sharing our 
lives of faith together.   That is the blessing of a smaller faith community where 
you are known and loved for who you are.  Our website, personal invitations, 
and online services continue to serve as first glances and invitations for the 
broader community to taste and see that the Lord is good at Cascades.   There 
are no anticipated changes in these budgeted areas.   
*Includes: Staffing, program costs, community life, evangelism & member care.   

Our Congregation’s  
Annual Giving 
Patterns 

Christian Formation 

Christian Formation - $155,720 (54.6% of our budget) 
 
Forming Christ in our members is at the heart of what we do.  It is such a joy to 
finally be back together for worship, Christian education on Sunday mornings 
the Orchards on Sunday afternoons, choir and worship team practices, and 
youth group on Wednesday evenings. We have also continued ZOOM deacons 
meetings, live streamed worship services, and evening ZOOM Bible studies. 
Part of forming Christ invites us to renew our minds through Christian education 
with opportunities to grow in faith literally from cradle to grave. Thanks to 
Heather Hartrim-Lowe and her creative VBS team we were able to partner with 
member Brenna Beck and her family in Australia for an authentic Outback 
Adventure.  We are also so grateful for the talented and gifted staff who lead us 
in worship each week, Nancy Bisbee (Choir Director), Sarah Shewbert 
(Accompanist), Erik Sutten (Contemporary Music Worship Leader), Sarah 
Foster (Youth Director), Pam Boehning and Sofia Montovino (Childcare 
Providers) and Pastor Chris Montovino.  There are no anticipated changes in 
these budget areas.  Note that increases in the Mission and Peace budget are 
offset by member giving to these particular ministries or PC (USA) special 
offerings.   
* Includes: Staffing, program costs, worship, technology, mission & peace. 
 

Take the Step Up Challenge! 
Find out where you are on this 

chart and commit to stepping up 
1, 2, or 3 levels. 

 
Each step represents the number of 

households annual giving at that level. 
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How Our Budget Breaks Down... 

 
Cascades’ three main ministry areas and sub categories help our members 
grow in faith.  These include:  Forming Christ in Us (Worship Arts &  
Technology, Christian Education, Mission & Peace), Stewarding God’s Gifts 
and Resources (Finances & Stewardship, Buildings & Grounds, Personnel), 
and Connecting with others both within and beyond Cascades (Community 
Life, Evangelism & Member Care). 
 
Our session members faithfully tend each area like gardens under their care.  
Of special note in the pie chart below, costs for paid staff, pastoral ministry, and 
administration are distributed to reflect the ministry areas in which they serve 
which more accurately reflect their impact upon CPC’s annual budget. 
 

2023 Annual Budget Broken Down by Ministry Areas 

 

MAIN MINISTRY AREAS             DISTRIBUTED       UNDISTRIBUTED 
               COSTS                       COSTS 

Christian Formation 155,720   

Christian Stewardship 78,905   

Christian Connection 50,925   

Total Annual Budget 285,550   

     

SUB CATEGORIES     

Worship Arts & Technology 71,579 3,050 

Christian Education 46,527 2,200 

Mission & Peace 37,613 14,500 

Finances & Stewardship 14,974 0 

Buildings & Grounds 36,861 34,680 

Personnel 27,070 201,450 

Community Life 22,744 3,700 

Evangelism & Member Care 28,182 1,000 

Pastoral Ministry   7,000 

Administration   17,900 

Total Annual Budget 285,550 285.550 

   

Ministry Subcategories 



 


